
We are rapidly approaching my 
favourite part of the year! With a 
promise of good food, company, 
holidays and presents around the 
corner, there is lots to look forward 
too. In addition, there are several 
holiday bridge games coming up, 
so do join in!  

Speaking of holiday games, make 
sure you flick to p 7 to see the 
Tanglin Club’s Divali game, with 
everyone dressed so colourfully. 
We also have a holiday snap of 
Lam Ze Ying, who fell asleep at the 
bridge table in Norway.  
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PABF Simultaneous Pairs
6 November, 7.30pm
$12 per member, $15 per guest 
and $8 per student. 

Upcoming PABF Sim pairs will run 
on 8 Jan 2010, 5 Feb 2010 and 5 
March 2010

HS Ho Teams Challenge
14-15 November 
$240 per team

Hari Raya Haji Special Game
27 November, 9.30am
$5 per member, $7 per guest, $3 
per student. 

Venue for all the above is at SCBA 
Clubhouse

We also have Father Matthews 
and our bridge guru LL Wong to 
show us a thing or two about 
bridge in the Mind Gym section. 

As always, comments and articles 
for next months’ newsletter can be 
sent to me at editor@scba.org.sg

Hope to meet you at the bridge 
table. 

Happy reading!
Yiu Lin
Editor Bridging SCBA§



President’s Update

Club Championships will be held at Kuala 
Lumpur, from 5 - 9 December 2009. We 
wish our players success in the Open, 
Women, Mixed and Youth categories.

3) SCBA’s invitation for coaches
SCBA is looking for coaches for our 
Beginners’ Courses in December and for 
next year. Please contact Fabian for more 
details.

Furthermore, SCBA is exploring the 
option of organising a series of youth 
development courses for intermediate 
players. This will be open to all SCBA 
Members at a target course fee of $5 per 
session for 12 weekly sessions, subject to 
a minimum number of participants.  The 
course fee goes to the coaches. Please 
contact me by 30th Nov at 
president@scba.org.sg if you are 
interested as a player or as a coach.  If 
there is poor response, we shall not 
proceed.

4) The PA’s (People’s Association) 
Marketplace of Courses on 10 Oct
I will like to thank the following people for 
helping out at our exhibition booth
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at Downtown East from 9am till 5pm, 
namely Lilio, Sugi, Hanxi, Eng Choo, 
Jicheng, Greta & Chester Chai, Derek 
& Alison.

We would like to know your interest to 
be a trainer for the beginners. Some 
community clubs are located in the 
west e.g. Bukit Panjang, north e.g. 
Marsiling, northeast e.g. Punggol, or 
east e.g.Tampines. Let Sugi know 
your availability as the course can be 
conducted on either weekdays or 
weekends.

5) Facebook account for SCBA
SCBA launched our Facebook account 
in October 09, to connect better with 
our players and supporters. We 
currently have 88 members and hope 
to grow further.  These members 
include our local and overseas friends. 
As it is still in its infant stages, please 
give suggestions and get your friends 
to join us. Please contact Fabian at 
fabian@scba.org.sg for details.
Thank you and best wishes for your 
year-end activities. §

Bridge events in Singapore usually taper 
down towards the end of the year, due to 
examinations and the fact that many 
players go on holiday. But we still have 
several exciting tournaments and 
activities approaching, both local and 
overseas.

1) Double 8 Seniors Pairs on 17 Oct
Like our Pesta Sukan Bridge 
Championships, we had resounding 
success this year in this special event 
where the combined age of the pair must 
be at least 80. A record of 39 pairs 
participated and everyone enjoyed the fun, 
ambience and the dinner.  On behalf of 
everyone, I thank Dr Catherine Ang for 
her generous sponsorship for this 
extremely popular event. 

2) Jakarta’s GABRIAL-UI Cup III & 
ASEAN Bridge Club Championships
There are 2 major international Bridge 
tournaments coming up. On Nov 20-22, 
two SCBA teams, X-Men and Team 
International, will be flying to Jakarta to 
compete for international honours. Let’s 
wish them luck and hope that they will 
bring sporting glory to Singapore.
In addition, the 31st ASEAN Bridge
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It was the first of November and, 
ordinarily, Fr. Matthew would be with his 
family in Bulacan preparing to visit the 
cemetery, where most of his ancestors 
were buried. All Souls or all Saints 
follows the pagan Hallowe’en.   But he 
was with his favourite female partner 
Nuily for the official opening of the 
Kampong Kembangan Bridge club –
coinciding with their inaugural pairs 
tournament.

The playing environment was bright, 
people were friendly, the food was good 
and the organisation impeccable.  The 
play was highly variable but good fun.   
For pairs you need a fair bit of luck 
especially in a smallish field and over a 
small number of boards. And so it turned 
out. Fr Matthew noted two strange hands 
where he and his partner might well have 
scored well on another day. 

The first where he and his partner bid 
freely to 3�@.  Their opponents Steven 
Fabani and Sadie Hawkings defended 
very well to take 7 tricks, resulting in -
150.   

Fr. Matthew Balik Kampung but is out of luck

Dealer North, Love all.

�; KJ873     (Fr Matthew)
�@J842
�A752
�> 3

�; 10 �; A965
�@K765 �@10
�AAQ3 �AJ986
�> KJ1065 �> A972

�; Q42
�@AQ93
�AK104
�> Q84      (Nuily)

Nothing much odd about that perhaps 
until the players thought about the 
hand afterwards.  Fabani and 
Hawkings had not bid at all yet can 
make a small slam in �>.  So even a 
part score in �> could net 170. Here is 
the hand.

Fr Matthew    E       Nuily W    
P                  P          1�> P
1�; P          1NT        P
2 �@ P          3 �@ All Pass

Steven, as East, led the 6 �Ato the 4 
and West’s Q. After a moment’s 
thought, West returned the 10 �; to 
East’s Ace.  Fabani returned the 5 �;
to ask for a �>. His partner duly ruffed 
and returned the J �> to Fabani’s ace 
and another �; ruff followed. 1 x �; , 2 x 
�A, 1 x �> and 3 x �@= 7 tricks. 

Nuily had thought “oooops” after 
opening a ‘worser’ minor by accident, 
but it had stranger consequences as 
E-W could not find a way into the 
auction.  

However strange things must have 
happened elsewhere as this effort 
was worth below 20% of the match 
points helping Steven Fabani and his 
partner on their way to ultimate 
victory.   

A few hands later with things moving 
a little frustratingly for these two 
souls… Nuily judged exceptionally 
well on the following auction.
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Dealer W love all.

W          Fr Matthew      E      Nuily
P            1�@ P          2�>
P 3�> P          3�;
P            4�A P 4 �@

All Pass

�; Q  
�@Q9754
�AA7
�> A10832     (Fr Matthew)

�; KJ1052 �; 9843
�@106 �@A832
�AKJ1086 �AQ52
�> 7 �> 64

�; A76         
�@KJ
�A943
�> KQJ95   (Nuily)

When East failed to find the double-
dummy �> lead Fr. Matthew had 11 
tricks.  Though 12 tricks are available in 
�> on a non- �Alead surely almost 
nobody would bid the small slam so 
maximum match points should be

Fr. Matthew Balik Kampung but is out of luck 
cont’d)

assured.   Not so!   The computer 
returned a paltry 60%.  It was not 
all just bad luck however as Fr. 
Matthew’s inexperience at pairs 
cost several percentage dips. 

“Oh well”, said the ever bubbly 
Nuily, “let’s go Balik basics”.   Fr. 
Matthew thanked his Father for the 
friendly play, his long-suffering 
partner, the organizers and director 
and a sharp lesson in humility. §

This hand is taken from the 
2009 Spingold championship. It is a 
great hand for advanced level losers on 
losers play. �; KJ5

�@QJ6
�AK98432
�> K

�@2 �@10
�A65 �AQJ

�; A8432
�@A3
�AA10
�> 7542

The contract is 4 �; , with the 2�@ lead. 
Just a recap, the first 3 tricks are:
Trick 1:    2�@ Q�@ 5�@ 3�@

Trick 2:    5�A 2�A Q�A A�A

Trick 3:    6�A K�A!      J�A 10�A

When playing in a trump suit contract 
with a good running side suit, the top 
priority is to usually draw trumps. 
However, not in this case, where the 
only entry to the dummy for running the 
diamonds is in trumps. And these are 
needed to make up the tricks. There 
are a few options here: 
1) Play trumps. If they break 3:2, then

SOLUTION TO OCT QUIZ
LL Wong

Beginner’s Course

SCBA is organising another 
4-week  beginner’s bridge 
course, on the following 
dates: 

26 November, 3 December, 
10 December, 17 December

Cost: $100 or $60 (students) 

Trainer: Lam Ze Ying
Interested parties should contact 
fabian@scba.org.sg for more details
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SOLUTION TO OCT QUIZ       LL Wong

the A�; and K�; can settle them. But there is 
no way, if there is a 4:1 break 
2) Play 9�Aat trick 4, in order to discard a 
club in declarer’s hand. This allows you to 
preserve the K�; entry to dummy. However, 
this will not work well if RHO ruffs it with 9�;

or 10�;

3) Play K�> at trick 4, to create an entry. But 
you still have a problem on communication 
with dummy and ruffing ability.  
4) Finessing Q�; might work, though this has 
only a 50% chance
5) Play K�; at trick 4, to reduce declarers’
trumps and reach dummy. After this there 
are 2 further options: 

a) 9�A. But if RHO ruffs it with 9/10�; ,
there is still a problem

b) K�>. But there is no solution when
defenders shift to trumps.

Option 1 is convenient, and given the time 
constraints and pressure, many world class 
players would choose this option, especially 
given the already the already favourable
heart lead. If trumps break 3:2, even if the 
Q�; does not drop, declarer plays �As until 
the Q�; ruffs it, leaving the J�; as the entry 
to dummy. While a 68% chance of making 
the contract looks good, it is not good

enough, because trumps do break 4:1. 
Declarers that chose this option would 
go down 2. Instead option 5a) was the 
right choice, with an advance loser on 
loser play: 

Trick 4: Play K�; to reduce trump 
holdings and stay in dummy
Trick 5: Play dummy’s 9�A. RHO will ruff 
with 9�; , but do not over-ruff. Discard 
small �>
Trick 6: A passive return would be a 
heart to the A�@

Trick 7: Play a club to dummy’s K�>

Trick 8: The K�@return can be ruffed by 
small �;
Trick 9: ruff a club with dummy’s 5�;

Trick 10: Play 8�A. If RHO ruffs then over-
ruff. 
Trick 11: Ruff your last club with 
dummy’s J�; .
Trick 12: Play the A�; for the 10th trick. 

You would have gained 2 diamonds, 2 
hearts, 2 spades (AK), 2 club ruffs, 1 
heart ruff and 1 diamond over-ruff. 
Bingo! But here’s an interesting question 
– What if LHO discards a club when the 
K �; is played. Can the contract still be 
made? §

DECEMBER QUIZ
LL Wong

A good case study taken from the HS 
Ho Team Challenge, played on 26 April 
09. The contract is 4�@, after LHO 
opened weak 2 �; (showing 6 cards 
spades). Lead was Q�; .

�; 4
�@984
�AKQ94
�> AQ953

�; Q �; A
�@5

�; K62
�@KQJ62
�AA862
�> 4

Upon the Q�; lead, RHO overtakes with 
the A and plays back  �@. 

How would you proceed to play this 
hand, in order to give yourself the best 
chance of making the contract? §
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Double 8 Senior Pairs
17 October  

1st Priscilla Toh & Andrea Lim
2nd Zhao Hanxie & Kelvin Seah
3rd Chu Nyit & Lam Cheng Yen

Andrea Lim (left) and Priscilla Toh (right), with the Double 8 
sponsor, Dr Catherine Ang (centre)

In October, SCBA had a booth at Downtown East, showing 
the public how to play bridge

While on holiday in Norway, Lam Zeying partnered Terje
Lie, and won the Mixed Pairs at the BK Grand club at 
Aalesund, with her eyes closed – literally!



Divali Celebrations
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Tanglin Club’s Divali
Challenge
12 October (30 pairs) 

1st Victor Lim & Dulari Uppal
2nd Rohini Arya & Tara Maniar
3rd Greta Chai & Lavina Mahtani

L to R: Emily Hee, Veronica Moore, Lilio Ho and Janis 
Owen at the Divali game

Everyone decked out in their wonderful punjabi suits: L to R - Anjana Beri, Grace 
Yeh, Sherna Danani, Rohini Arya, Shyamala Kanagasundram and Esther Ling



Hari Raya Haji
Special Game 
$5 – member, $7 –
guest, $3 – student

• 9.30pm

SRC 10th Annual 
Open Pairs

$30 per guest

Venue: SRC Lounge 
1883

Gabrial-UI Cup 3
20-22 Nov

Venue: Depok
West Java 
Indonesia

HS Ho Challenge 14
Championships 
(14-15 Nov)
$240 per team, $50 
per student team
• 2.30pm

All events are held 
at SCBA 
Clubhouse unless 
stated otherwise.

Kampong             1
Kembangan Open 
Pairs

$35 per pair, Venue: 
KKCC    •9.00am

2 3 4 5 PABF Simultan- 6
eous Pairs

$12 - member, $15-
guest, $8 - student

• 7.30pm
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BTCC SCBA Open 
Pairs
$12 each, $10 per 
senior citizen, $8 per 
student

Venue: BTCC

National Youth 
Team 
Championships
(cont’d)

National Youth 
Team 
Championships
19-20 Dec
$100 per team,$80 
per 2ndary/ JC team

SCBA Christmas 
Pairs
$15 – member, $20 
– guest, $10 -
student

National Birdge
Handicap Teams 
(Cont’d)

31st ASEAN Bridge 
Club Championship 
5-9 Dec, Federal 
Hotel, KL, Malaysia

National Bridge 
Handicap Teams 
Championships
12-13 Dec
$200 per team,100 
per student team

All events are held 
at SCBA 
Clubhouse unless 
stated otherwise.
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Corporate Members + SCBA Officials

SCBA weekly games  Monday/ Friday 7.30 pm 
Thursday 9.30 am
Sunday 2.00 pm

KAMPONG KEMBANGAN CC, 5 Lengkong Tiga. Mon/ Thurs 
7.00pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Derek Maggs)

NTU CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB, 20 Nanyang Green Hall 7. 
Tues 7.30pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Lan Foo)

NUS SPORTS & RECREATION CENTRE, Kent Ridge 
Crescent, MPSH 4. Tues 7.00pm (SCBA Liaison Officer –
Fabian)

NUSS The Graduate Club, 9 Kent Ridge Drive
Every Wed 7.30 pm at Bkt Timah Guild House, except the last 
Wed of the month, which will be at Kent Ridge Guild House. 
(SCBA Liaison Officer – Thiagarajan)

SIGLAP COMMUNITY CENTRE, 300 Bedok South Avenue 3
Sun  2.30 pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – AK Heng)

SINGAPORE ISLAND COUNTRY CLUB, 240 Sime Road 
Bridge @ The Niblick. Mon/ Thurs 7.30 pm (SCBA Liaison 
Officer – Poon Hua)

SINGAPORE JAPAN CLUB BRIDGE LEAGUE, 120 Adam 
Road. Tues  9.00 am (SCBA Liaison Officer – Lan Foo)

SINGAPORE RECREATION CLUB, B Connaught Drive
Tues 7.30 pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – CT Ng)

TANGLIN CLUB , 5 Stevens Road, Mon, Wed & Fri at 1pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm (SCBA Liaison Officer – Derek Maggs)

SCBA, 51 Bishan St 13 #01-01 

Tel: +65 6356 8540 Fax: +65 6259 7832 
info@scba.org.sg, www.scba.org.sg

W
ee

kl
y 

G
am

es
 @

 B
rid

ge
 C

lu
bs

S
C

B
A

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 +

 S
ta

ff

Wong Choo Wai 9101 3460 , president@scba.org.sg
President

Poon Hua 96939242, vicepresident@scba.org.sg
Vice President

Derek Maggs 8190 9615, secretary@scba.org.sg
Secretary

Thiagarajan 98186427, treasurer@scba.org.sg
Honorary Treasurer

Foo Yoke Lan 9731 0691 competition@scba.org.sg
Competition Secretary

Fabian Tan 9643 0418, fabian@scba.org.sg
Asst Treasurer/ League Manager

AK Heng 9618 3785, aikoan@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Chua Gang 9731 6845, chuagang@hotmail.com
Committee Member

Sugiharto 9124 9917, sugi@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Sethuraman Mahadevan (Maha) 8133 2191, maha@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Zhang Yukun 9824 0315, yukun@scba.org.sg
Committee Member

Lilio Ho 9871 2762, Lilio@scba.org.sg
Club Manager

Chan Yiu Lin editor@scba.org.sg
Editor, Bridging SCBA
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